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The Lia Three-Diamond Circlet Crown
available in the Royal Regalia section.

No other gemstone can match the
diamond for history, mystery and worth.
The youngest of diamonds are close to a
billion years old, some as old as three
billion. They are born from common
carbon at depths of at least
one-hundred kilometres below the
surface of the earth under tremendous
pressure and heat. Only the movement
of a volcano can raise these tears of
the gods to the surface. They are not
indestructible although they are the
hardest of all materials.

There are very many fascinating stories
in the long history of these stones.

They have been used to woo a lover and
to finance wars. Their size to value ratio
makes them convenient to carry as
wealth.

What | would like to write about in this
issue is what you are paying for when
you purchase a diamond. De Beers®
talks about the 4Cs to describe the
stone. That is; carat weight, clarity,
colour and cut. As a diamond grows
larger, the price goes up geometrically.
This is to say the price per carat of a
one-point diamond is a fraction of the
cost per carat of a one carat stone.

If a diamond is cut poorly, the light
escapes instead of being re-reflected
inside the many facets giving you the
desired sparkle. It is always advisable
to purchase an ideal cut.

The size of the diamond you choose is
normally a reflection of your budget.

(Refer to the Clarity chart at the top
left.) This leaves the options of colour
and clarity. Almost all diamonds have
one or more flaws in them. When the
flaws are visible to the naked eye, the
classification is called I. 1 will not dwell
on these stones as it is my opinion they
should not be used in jewellery which
would be closely admired. 1 stones for
earrings are more acceptable as they
receive less up-close scrutiny.

As you move up the clarity scale, the
price increases (considerably). As all
eye-clean stones of a same colour will
look alike to the casual observer, clarity
need not be your prime objective.

(Refer to the Colour chart at the top
right.) Which brings me to colour. As
you move up the colour scale from pale
yellow to colourless, the price changes
less per carat than it does for clarity. A
colourless diamond with a clarity of VS
will sparkle better than a VS stone which
is slightly yellow. Itis therefore my
opinion that the best buy for your money
is a stone in the VS to Sl range with a
colour of G, H or I. That is, an eye-clean
stone of a high colour.

Shop around as retail prices vary greatly
from store to store.

Don t take a store clerk s word for the
colour and clarity of a stone. | am not
implying that a clerk may be dishonest,

I m advising that an inexperienced sales
person may only be reading what is on a
price tag.

Have your diamonds and the ones you
wish to purchase appraised with an
independent gemologist!!! These
experts are found in your local telephone
directory.

A miniature jewellery wardrobe
featuring diamonds, gemstones
and precious metals, all available in
the Ladies Worth section.

| have been asked many times, just as
Donna in Montreal recently inquired:
Should my jewellery wardrobe be
insured?

Most household insurance policies will
cover your personal jewellery to a
certain value. You must read your policy
to see what that value is. It iscommon
for the value to be up to one thousand
dollars. If you add a rider to cover a
particular piece of jewellery, you will pay
a percentage of the retail replacement
cost each year. Judge by what you paid
for your piece and what your insurance
carrier charges to decide if this rider is
warranted.

till next Quarter,
Charles at weeGems.net

If you would like to contact us, and please do,
you can e mail weeG ems at:
charles@weegems.net
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