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I would like to begin Issue 2 with a
thank you to Joy Perkins, without
whose help this ven ture would never
have gone beyond the planning.

Her professionalism in creating the
weeGems.net web site is self-

evident. Joy is the rudder of the
weeGems ship. Th anks also to my
wife and family for their unwavering
support.

Most of the
| process of
creation for
. the
weeGems
line starts
with a block of wax, sheets of silver,
wire and numerous tools such as

bits, files and solder and that rarest

of commodities, free time.

The process of produ ction originates

with a finished mod el. The model is

positioned between sheets  of rubber
which is then vulcanized with heat

and pressure to crea te a mould.

Wax is injected into
the mould and when
cooled, the waxes are
placed ona tree with
several other
pieces.The tree is
placed into a metal
cylinder which is  filled
with liquid plaster
or slip.

When dry, the
plaster cylinder is
placed in an oven
at approximately
1200°F (649°C)
and left for
several hours to
vaporize all of the
wax.

The cylinder is
then placed in the
arm of a centrifu ge
and gold is melted
with a torch. The
centrifuge is spun
to inject the gold
into the space
vacated by the
wax. While the
cylinder is still

hot, it is placed in
bucket of cold
water.

The plaster

literally explodes

into millions of

bits leaving the rough casting at the
bottom of the bucket. This casting
is then cut fromth e tree.

The next step is the acid bath.

Many fine pieces o f plaster remain
embedded on the surf ace of the gold
and so the concentr ated acid bath
dissolves the plaster.

The casting is was hed, filed, sanded
and given a rough
polish. The piece

is then set if

stones are

required. Ineithe r
case, the piece is
once again

polished, steamed
for cleanliness and
carefully package d
for your pleasure.

Did | mention we love what we do?

Inge in Denmark asks:

In your last newsletter, you stated that
even with care, the life of a pearl is
limited. How should we care for them to
prolong thei r life?

To begin, when dressing up, your pearls
should be don ned last. Care shouldb e
taken to not spray perfume on your

strand as t he alcohol in perfume a ttacks
the nacre of the pearl. Overt ime,
alcohol wil | dissolve t he nacre an d pits
(holes) develop in the pearl. As a result,

dirt collects in those pits. Do not put

perfume on your neck! A dab behind

your ear lobes - certainly.

After wear, the pearls should be wiped
with a cotton cloth and placed in your

jewel box, separated from the other

pieces of your jewellery. This pra ctice
ensures the pearls are not accidentally
scratched by the other items.

If necessary, and only occasionally, the
pearls can be washed witht  he same
soap you would use on your face. T hey
can be draped on a doorknob to dry. |

also hang a light plastic hanger from the
bottom of the closed strand to en sure an
even drape.

Finally, d epending ont he frequency o f
wear, your pearls should be re-strung

every one to two years to replace the

silk thread .

In the case o f miniature pearl neckla ces,
of course thi s re-stringi ng is not
necessary.

Thank you, Inge for your interest!

As usual, w e welcome your questions or
input in our modest publication.

till next Quarter,
Charles at weeGems.net

If you would I ike to cont act us, and pl ease do,
you can e mail weeG ems at:
charles@weegems.net
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